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AFSUN aims to influence global, national and 
municipal policy affecting food security  
in urban Africa in four ways: 

•	 By	producing	reliable	data	on	the	dimensions	of	
urban	food	insecurity,	the	relationship	between	
poverty	and	food	security,	the	role	of	supermarkets	
and	the	informal	food	economy,	and	the	livelihood	
strategies	of	urban	households.

•	 Knowledge	dissemination	and	advocacy	
interventions	into	urban	food	systems	and	the	built	
and	natural	environment.

•	 Capacity	building	and	training	of	officials,		
policy-makers	and	graduate	students	to	build	a	
group	of	African	urban	food	security	specialists	
who	engage	with	policy.	

•	 Providing	avenues	through	which	the	food	security	
needs	and	priorities	of	the	urban	poor	can	be	
articulated	and	addressed.	
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AFSUN	 focuses	 on	 the	 implications	 of	 rapid	
urbanization	 in	 Africa	 for	 urban	 food	 systems,	 local	
and	 global	 food	 markets,	 and	 the	 food	 security	
of	 the	 rapidly	 growing	 numbers	 of	 urban	 poor.	 	 It	
seeks	 to	 raise	 the	 global	 profile	 of	 the	 crisis	 of	 food	
insecurity	 in	 African	 cities	 and	 to	 suggest	 concrete	
policies	 and	 interventions	 to	 improve	 food	 access,	 	
diversity	and	nutrition.	Research	focuses	on:

•	 The	operation	of	urban	food	systems,	including	
formal	and	informal	supply	mechanisms.

•	 Assessments	of	levels	and	trends	in	food	insecurity	
through	the	AFSUN	Food	Security	Household	
Survey.

•	 Perceptions	and	attitudes	of	the	urban	poor,	
including	women	and	children,	to	food	and	
nutrition.	

•	 Impacts	of	HIV	and	AIDS	on	food	security	at	the	
household	level.

•	 Gender	dimensions	of	food	security	strategies.	

•	 Impacts	of	national	and	municipal	legislation	
and	regulations	on	food	security	of	poor	urban	
households.

•	 Extent	of	urban	agriculture	and	obstacles	to	
increasing	urban	agriculture.

•	 Impacts	of	social	grants	on	the	food	security	of	
urban	households.

•	 Environmental	constraints	on	urban	food	security	
and	the	dynamics	of	environmental	vulnerability.

AFSUN REPORTS

No.	1	 The	Invisible	Crisis:	Urban	Food	Security	in	
Southern	Africa

No.	2	 The	State	of	Urban	Food	Insecurity	in	Southern	
Africa	

No.	3	 Pathways	to	Insecurity:	Food	Supply	and	Access	
in	Southern	African	Cities

No.	4	 Urban	Food	Production	and	Household	Food	
Security	in	Southern	African	Cities

No.	5	 The	HIV	and	Urban	Food	Security	Nexus

No.	6	 Urban	Food	Insecurity	and	the	Advent	of	Food	
Banking	in	Southern	Africa

No.	7	 Rapid	Urbanization	and	the	Nutrition	Transition	
in	Southern	Africa

No.	8	 Climate	Change	and	Food	Security	in	Southern	
African	Cities

No.	9	 Migration,	Development	and	Urban	Food	
Security

CONTACT US: 
African Centre for Cities, University of Cape Town, South Africa  

tel: +27 21 650 5903  email: gareth.haysom@uct.ac.za

2030+ Group, Balsillie School of International Affairs                
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

tel:  +1 613 329 6289  email: jcrush@balsillieschool.ca 

@MovingonEmpty facebook.com/MovingOnEmpty

No.	10	 Gender	and	Food	Insecurity	in	Southern	African	
Cities

No.	11	 The	State	of	Urban	Food	Insecurity	in	Cape	
Town

No.	12	 The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Johannesburg

No.	13	 The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Harare,	
Zimbabwe

No.	14	 The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Windhoek,	
Namibia

No.	15		The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Manzini,	
Swaziland

No.	16	 The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Msunduzi	
Municipality,	South	Africa

No.	17	 The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Gaborone,	
Botswana

No.	18	 The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Blantyre	City,	
Malawi

No.	19	 The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Lusaka,	Zambia

No.	20	 The	State	of	Food	Insecurity	in	Maputo,	
Mozambique

No.	21	 The	State	of		Poverty	and	Food	Insecurity	in	
Maseru,	Lesotho

No.	22:	The	Return	of	Food:	Poverty	and	Urban	Food	
Security	in	Zimbabwe	after	the	Crisis

No.	23:	The	Food	Insecurities	of	Zimbabwean	Migrants	
in	Urban	South	Africa

Download this food security series 
and other AFSUN publications: 
www.afsun.org/publications/

https://twitter.com/movingonempty
facebook.com/MovingOnEmpty
http://www.afsun.org/publications/ 

